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HEADLINE NOTICES 
 

 
  

Christmas Break! 

A reminder to all parents and carers that the Autumn  

Term ends on Thursday 21st December at 3.10pm 

(Years 7-9) & 4.10pm (Years 10-13).  The school will  

re-open for Year 11 students on Tuesday 2nd  

January 2018 at 9.30am & for all other students on 

Wednesday 3rd January at the usual time. We wish all 

families a restful and enjoyable break. 

Mathematics Scholarships Trip 2018 

------------------Between the 16th & 20th April 2018, the 

------------------Mathematics Faculty will be taking -------

------------------Year 7 Scholars and Gifted & Talented 

------------------students to Frankfurt in Germany.  ------

------------------Between 2nd & 6th July 2018, a trip will 

------------------be taking place for Year 8-10 Scholars 

------------------and Gifted & Talented students to ------

------------------Florence in Italy.  Parents who are ------

------------------interested in their child(ren) attending --

------------------any of these trips, should contact Mr 

Otieno in Mathematics via email 

mathematics@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk  
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You are  

The 39 Steps, a Rip-Roaring Success! 
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THEME & WORD OF THE WEEK 
Christmas – Somehow, not only for 

Christmas, but all the long year 
through, the joy that you give to 

others, is the joy that comes  
back to you. 

Christmas gift suggestions from  
Kingsdale School: 

To your enemy, forgiveness 
To an opponent, tolerance 

To a friend, your heart 
To a customer, service 

To all, charity 
To everyone, a good example 

To yourself,  respect 
 

Fortitude 
Courage in pain or adversity 

 

SCHOOL NEWS 
Author Event for Year 8 

On Friday 8th December, 

a local author, Alex  

Wheatle came to Kingsdale  

Foundation School to speak to our 

Year 8 students in an interactive special 

assembly during the afternoon session.  He 

narrated his vivid experiences, summarising his 

journey from a care home to prison to the world 

of inspiration and creative writing! Alex brought 

the assembly to life with his versatility, including 

lots of role play, reggae, dancing and storytelling! 

He talked about his novels and read out pages 

from his young adult novel ‘‘Liccle Bit’ that was 

long listed for the Carnegie Medal!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The talk ended with an interesting question time, 

with several inquisitive minds seeking answers to 

the world of novel writing and Alex’s life journey 

itself. Students and staff treated themselves by 

buying Alex Wheatle’s books, personally signed 

by the author himself, at the end of the 

event. An absolute treat for the Year 8 

students at the end of the long exam week! 

 

 

 

A reminder that we are still hoping to surpass 

the 3 TON challenge and raise even more money 

than last year! 

If you have any food items that you can offer 

(cans or dry food), please send them to us 

through your child.  

The collection point  

for these is in the  

atrium on Monday,  

Wednesday and  

Friday mornings.  

 

We look forward to everyone  

    supporting a good cause! 

DON’T FORGET THE  

3 TON DRIVE!!! 

 

mailto:mathematics@kingsdale.southwark.sch.uk


 
 

Classroom Outreach Programme 

Courtauld Institute Education Department 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Twelve Sixth Form students  

have been taking part in  

the Art History in the  

Classroom Outreach  

Programme lead by the  

Courtauld Institute  

Education Department.  

This Outreach Programme, which consisted  

of six two-hour sessions in the classroom and a visit 

to the Courtauld Gallery, was designed to promote 

the appreciation and discussion of art and it has 

succeeded in encouraging students to express their 

opinions, thoughts and conclusions. The students 

gained further knowledge about art from different 

culture and times and learned about researching, 

analysing and debating other artists’ work.  

The students thoroughly enjoyed this outreach 

programme and it has been very beneficial to  

their studies.  

 

Kingsdale win at Sydenham High School 

On Wednesday 6th November the U14 Girls’ Hockey 

team, consisting of Anina Besson, Annabelle Guillou, 

Blythe Ritchie, Elia Jarrett-Vaz, Indigo Proctor, Lola 

Moodie and Lucy McGrane played their first away 

match of the season. Before we knew it the match 

was underway and everyone worked hard to get to 

half time with a score of 2 – 0 to Kingsdale. 

Following the half time break Sydenham came back 

strong and scored 2 goals, it was clear they were a 

closely matched opponent for us. But in the final 10 

minutes came another goal from Blythe Ritchie, a 

hat-trick she was nominated as player of the match 

for and her contribution to a win for Kingsdale! Well 

done girls!  

Year 7’s Vs Dulwich College 

The Under-12 Boys’ hockey team  

had their debut at Dulwich  

College last week for a mini  

tournament against 3 of their  

hockey teams. The boys played  

extremely well and worked very  

hard to win their final match  

2-1. The team came away  

buzzing for many more matches and are looking 

forward to the tournament to come. Well done all!!! 

 

 

 

 

           A Day with a Poet! 

On Monday 11th December, 

Kingsdale students enjoyed  

‘A Day with a Poet’ with Shazea 

Quraishi. The day started with a  

group discussion involving our 

Year 12 English A-level 

students. Shazea talked about 

her journey to become a  

writer and translator and 

talked about how being a 

good (interested, curious) 

reader is the best avenue to becoming a good writer. 

Discussions ranged from how a 2,000-year old 

monologue play inspired composition of a long poem 

sequence, to how researching it led Shazea to study 

Kathak (a classical Indian dance) and to a grant from 

the Artists’ International Development Fund for her to 

travel to Pakistan and work with transgender 

women. Students discussed 

one of Shazea’s poems,  

and the way it is enriched 

by outside sources  

(it references a poem by 

the Palestinian poet 

Mahmoud Darwish on exile 

and loss), and how we 

can connect with books 

and newspaper articles 

personally.  

With an energetic group of Year 7s and 8s, Shazea 

looked at a poem and discussed poetic devices used, 

such as similes and metaphors, and found examples of 

them. In the writing exercise that followed, the group 

focused on freeing up ideas and getting them down, 

without concern for spelling and grammar, which would 

be worked on later. The students came up with some 

wonderfully creative ideas, writing about the five senses. 

Shazea also worked with a group of Year 10 students. 

The group looked at the poet’s original composition 

before looking at a poem by a female Tamil poet in 

translation. Their analytical skills were impressive, and 

inspired by the poet’s 

playful and singular 

way of writing, they 

wrote their own 

poems, which they 

reworked and 

redrafted. To see so 

many of our students 

writing non-stop,  

elbow-to-elbow was 

wonderful, and they worked hard to produce some 

fantastic pieces. We truly hope that the visit inspired 

those involved to read poetry for pleasure, explore 

different crafts in poetry composition and understand 

how writers can bring ideas and perspectives to life. 

 

 

  
                      SCHOOL NEWS cont. 
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SPORTS FIXTURES 
 There are no planned fixtures for the remainder 

of this term. 

 Fixtures for 2018 will be published here in the next  

edition. 

Please remember that all fixtures are available to view 

on http://www.kingsdaleschoolsports.org.uk 

       

 

 Diary Dates 
The full School Calendar can be viewed at 

www.kingsdalefoundationschool.org.uk  

Thursday 21st December 2017 

End of 2nd Autumn Half-Term – School finishes at  

3.10pm for students in Years 7-9 & 4.10pm for  

students in Years 10-13 

Wednesday 2nd January 2018 – 9.30am 

Start of Spring term for Year 11 students only 

Wednesday 3rd January 2018 

Start of Spring term for Years 7-10 & 12-13  

Friday 19th January 2018 

Parents’ Forum: Key Stage 3 – 7pm in Flexible Learning 

Centre (FLC)  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

House News 
 

The Meaning of Christmas 

Still on the theme of ‘sharing is caring’ the 

Heads of House would like to share with you 

this week what ‘Christmas means to them’. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

‘’For me, Christmas is about being with  

family and eating too many mince pies’’ 

Ms Macmillan 

 

‘’Christmas is a time of year to celebrate  

good will and special achievements’’ 

Mrs Kubeyinje 

 

“A New Year, A New Beginning” 

Mr Chan 

 

‘’A time to relax, a time to spend time  

with family, most importantly to reflect  

over the twelve months and look  

forward to the coming year’’ 

Miss Fofana 

 

We don’t celebrate Christmas in my family but 

I still enjoy the festivities and feel touched 

when friends include me in their celebrations! 

Mr Bahmani 

 

Christmas means a joyful time of the year.  

It makes me think of giving. There is so much  

joy going on. Christmas is all about spending  

time with my loved ones. When I think of 

Christmas I think of good times.  

When Christmas is here it is a great time to  

share and have a nice time, and love each other. 

I wish everyone in Falcon a great Christmas  

and a Happy New Year!! 

Miss Jinad 

 
 

 

 

Ways we communicate with  

parents and students 
Email/Text  

Please ensure we have your latest email and mobile phone 

contact details.  

Twitter  

You can find us at @kingsdalefs  

Website  

Our new improved website: 

www.kingsdalefoundationschool.org.uk 

ShowMyHomework  

Used to share homework details and other school news via 

the Notice Board feature with students and parents. 

www.showmyhomework.co.uk  
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